Wicked weasel words and divine proportions  by unknown
Maryland Professor, Emeritus Paul
Wasserman has had enough of double-
speak - several decades ago, it was called
Buzz Puff -  and with fellow Professor Don
Hausrath, has created a dictionary of some
1,200 examples of "Weasel Words: The
Dictionary of American Doublespeak."
"Because we live in a time where people
are trying to con and deceive each other.
It's so pervasive that it has become objec-
tionable. People have become grossly
annoyed with the asinine comments they
hear. When you get put on hold and hear
"your call is important to us," but you hear
music playing and they leave you waiting:
they're not interested in you. They care
about their bottom line," says Wasserman,
who claims the biggest offenders are the mil-
itary, politicians, educators, and talk show
hosts.
"If enough of us become annoyed, maybe
we'll affect the consciences of the people
that are perpetrating this on us. If people
voice their disgust, it could change. That's
why the book is there, because Don and I
had enough."
Examples? "Sound science" for anti-environ-
mental policies that ignore scientific evi-
dence. "Amicable," often followed by
"agreement," meaning both sides were
mutually disgruntled by the outcome. And
"economically disadvantaged" for poor.
Professor Wasserman at: http://www.clis.
umd.edu/faculty/wasserman/ 
What’s your title?
In the multitude of business cards that have
passed by in 2005, the most unusual is,
without a doubt, that of Professor Paul Scott.
He is very simply entitled the 'Company
Mathematician' for Taylor Hobson Precision.
This is an ultra-precision UK Leicester based
technology company "operating at the high-
est levels of accuracy within the field of sur-
face and form metrology." 
From them, company mathematician is
probably similar to the Company Magician,
with amazing lateral potential but leaving
the on-looker forever puzzled about where
mathematicians rank organisationally? 
In this case, clearly in the ‘hero’ category. 
Rational trigonometry
Were I an expert in mathematics, I would
have asked Professor Scott what he thinks of
University of New South Wales academic,
Dr Norman Wildberger, who has had the
temerity to rewrite the ‘arcane’ rules of
trigonometry (and has actually had the
impudence to eliminate sines, cosines and
tangents from the trigonometric toolkit!).
"Generations of students have struggled
with classical trigonometry because the
framework is wrong," says Wildberger of
“Divine Proportions: Rational Trigonometry
to Universal Geometry.” Accordingly he has
replaced traditional ideas of angles and 
distance with new concepts called "spread"
and "quadrance". 
"For the past two thousand years we have
relied on the false assumptions that distance
is the best way to measure the separation of
two points, and that angle is the best way
to measure the separation of two lines….
and we mathematicians wonder why so
many people view our beautiful subject with
distaste, bordering on hostility… Once you
learn the five main rules of rational trigo-
nometry and how to simply apply them, you
realise that classical trigonometry represents
a misunderstanding of geometry."
Web:maths.unsw.edu.au/~norman/book.htm 
Competition: Element
A new element has been named "Govern-
mentium." It has one neutron, 112 assistant
neutrons, 175 deputy neutrons, and 24
assistant deputy neutrons, giving it an atom-
ic mass of 312. The element has only been
identified due to a strange effect surround-
ing it. Scientists named it the Disinterestium
Governmentium Blindness. These 312 parti-
cles are held together by forces called
morons, surrounded by vast quantities of
lepton like particles called peons. Neutrons
are attended by small, cuddly particles, of
very little substance, called muons.
Governmentium has no electrons, it is inert.
However, it can be detected, as it impedes
every reaction with which it comes into con-
tact. A minute amount causes a reaction to
take over 4 days to complete, that would
normally take less than 1sec. Governmen-
tium has a normal half-life of 4 years.
III-Vs Review is on the lookout for any new
elements that readers might have discov-
ered. Send in your discoveries for 2006 to
mark.telford@elseiver.com and the winner
will be duly rewarded.
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